ELLIPSIS
In English people often omit words rather than repeating them. This is called Ellipsis. Ellipsis is most commonly used to avoid repetition, and in this respect it is like substitution. For example, we can avoid the repetition of sing in She might sing, but I don't think she will (sing) not only by the ellipsis of the word but also by the use of a pro-form: She might sing, but I don't think she will do so.
Another important reason for ellipsis is that by omitting shared items attention is focused on new material:
A: Have you spoken to him?   B: (I have) Not yet (spoken to him).
Ellipsis dependent on linguistic context
Adverbial finite clause
In adverbial finite clauses the whole of the predication or part of it can be omitted:

I'm happy if you are (happy)

Mary is dusting the furniture because Alice won't (dust the furniture).

But we cannot ellipt merely the object:

*I’ll open an account if you'll open (an account), or merely the subject complement if the verb is other than be: *He became a member, since she became (a member).

Adverbial non-finite and verbless clauses

The subject and an appropriate form of be are ellipted in:

(1) participle clauses

Although (he was) told to stop, he kept on working.
If the subordinator is not present, more than one subordinator can be supplied and there may be several possibilities for tense and aspect:

(If/When they are) Punished, they will not cooperate.

Although living many miles away, he attended the course = Although he is living/was living/lives/lived many miles away, he attended the course.
(2). verbless clauses

While (he was) at Oxford, he was active in the dramatic society.
Postmodification
Postmodifying clauses or phrases can often be considered reduced relative clauses:

(1) postmodifying participle clauses:

The police rounded up men (who are/were) known to have been in the building at that time.
The man owning that car will be fined for illegal parking. ('who owns that car')
(2) postmodifying adjective phrases:

The men (who were) responsible for the administration of the school refused to consider the matter.

(3) postmodifying prepositional phrases:

He spoke to the girl (who was) from New York.
Supplementing and appended clauses

A supplementing clause can be regarded as an elliptical clause (usually parenthetic) for which the whole of the preceding or interrupted clause constitutes the ellipsis:

I caught the train— just.
(= I caught the train. I only just caught the train.)

In an appended clause only part of the preceding or interrupted clause constitutes the ellipsis, and an additional clause constituent is present:

They are meant to wound, perhaps to kill.

(= They are meant to wound. They are perhaps meant to kill.)

Ellipsis not dependent on linguistic context

Some types of informal ellipsis are not dependent on the linguistic context. For example, Serves you right can be expanded to It serves you right. In most cases it is the initial word or words of a sentence that are ellipted. Other examples are given, with an indication of what is ellipted:

(I) Beg your pardon
   (You) Had a good time?

(I am) Sorry I couldn't be there    (Are you) Looking for anybody?
(It's) Good to see you
   (Is) Anything the matter?

(I've) Got to go now
   (Does) Anybody need a lift?

Determiners, operators, and pronouns are commonly omitted in block language, eg in headlines, titles, notices. They are also commonly omitted in personal letters, in familiar style, in notes (eg of lectures), diaries, and (very drastically) in telegrams.

Note

Several other types of ellipsis found only in familiar style in speech involve particular lexical items:

(1)  ellipsis of an article: (The) Fact is we don't know what to do;

(2)  ellipsis of a preposition: (Of) Course he's there; ellipsis that includes part of a word: 'Fraid (= I'm afraid) I won't be there. In contrast to the last example, there are many instances where the clipped form of a word is used in all but the most formal styles: (tele)phone, photo(graph).

Usage Note

If you want to change the verb tense or modality, you use a new auxiliary with a subject referring to the same person or thing.

They would stop if they could.

I never did go to Stratford, although I probably should have.
If you choose no other auxiliary verb, you must usually use ‘do’.
I think we want it more than they do.

However, the link verb is repeated in an appropriate form.

‘I think you’re right.’ – ‘I am sure I am.’

Ellipsis also occurs with ‘to’-infinitive clauses. Instead of using a full ‘to’-infinitive clause after a verb, you can just use ‘to’, if the action or state has already been mentioned.

Don’t tell me if you don’t want to.

At last he agreed to do what I asked him to.

Ellipsis in dialogue

Ellipsis in dialogue may take place under three conditions, which can occur in various combinations:

(1) repetition: the second speaker repeats what is said by the first.

(2) expansion: the second speaker adds to what is said by the first.

(3) replacement: the second speaker replaces what is said by the first with new material.

There is usually a choice in repetition between ellipsis, substitution, and the full form.
Questions

You can often use ellipsis in questions when the context makes it clear what is meant. The question can consist of just a 'wh'-word.

'There's someone coming.' − 'Who?' − I don't know. It's too dark and there's snow falling.'

'But I'm afraid there's more.' − What?'

'Can I speak to you?' I asked, undaunted. − 'Why?' − 'It's important.'

'It's opening on the 31st of this month.' − 'Where?' − 'At the Railway Hotel.'
Note that you can also use 'why not'.

'Maria! We won't discuss that here.' − 'Why not?'

Note also that you can use a 'wh'-word after a reporting verb, especially 'why'.

I asked why. They enquired how.

Other questions can also consist of only a very few words when the context makes it clear what is meant. Short questions of this kind are often used to express surprise or to offer something to someone.

'Could you please come to Ira's right away and help me out?' − 'Now? Tonight?' − It's incredibly important.'

‘Does she drink? Heavily, I mean.' − 'Drink? No, she never touches the stuff.'

'He's going to die, you see.' − Die?'
'Cup of coffee?' Lionel asked, kindly.

He drank the water and handed me the glass. 'More?' 'No, that's just fine, thank you.
Replies

When you reply to 'wh'-questions, you can often use one word or a group of words rather than a full sentence. You do this to avoid repeating words used in the question. For example, if someone asks 'What is your favourite colour?', the normal reply is a single word, for example 'Blue', rather than a sentence such as 'My favourite colour is blue'.

'What's your name?' − 'Pete.' 'How do you feel?' − 'Strange.' 'Where do you come from?' − 'Cardiff.' 'Where are we going? − 'Up the coast.'

'How long have you been out of this country?' − 'About three months.' 'How much money is there in that case?' − 'Six hundred pounds.' 'Why should they want me to know?' − To scare you, perhaps. Who can tell?'
You can often use a sentence adjunct or an adverb of degree rather than a sentence in answer to a 'yes/no'-question.

'Do you think you could keep your mouth shut if I was to tell you something?' − 'Definitely.'

'Do you think they're very important?' − ‘Maybe.’
'Do you enjoy life at the university?' − 'Oh yes, very much.'

'Are you interested? − ‘Very.’
'Are you ready, Matthew?' − 'Not quite.'

'Is she sick?' − 'Not exactly.'

Agreement

You often use ellipsis when you want to show that you agree with something that has just been said, or to say that it also applies to someone or something else. One way of doing this is by using 'too' after an auxiliary or form of 'be'.

‘I like baked beans.’ − ‘Yes, I do too.’
The other way of doing this is to use 'so' followed by the auxiliary or form of 'be', followed by the subject.
‘I find that amazing.’ − ‘So do I.’
Note that you can also use ellipsis like this within a sentence to indicate that someone or something is the same.

He does half the cooking and so do I.

You can also use ellipsis when you want to show that you agree with something negative that has just been said, or to say that it also applies to someone or something else. One way of doing this is by using an auxiliary or form of 'be' followed by 'not' and 'either'.

‘I don't know.' − ‘I don't either.’
‘I can't see how she thinks it's to be done.’ − ‘I can't either.’
The other way is to use 'nor' or 'neither' followed by an auxiliary or form of 'be', followed by the subject.

‘I don't like him.’ − 'Nor do I.'

'The demands will not disappear.' − 'Nor should they.'

Note that you can also use ellipsis in these ways within a sentence.

I don't know what you're talking about. Miss Haynes,and I'm pretty sure you don't either.

I will never know all that was in his head at the time, nor will anyone else.
