Communicative Grammar

Fourth Year

QUANTIFIERS: MUCH, MANY, A LOT OF, (A) FEW, (A) LITTLE, MOST
1. Correct these sentences.
a) Much of the Holland is below sea level.

b) Not many of people know much about him.

c) Don't hurry: we have little time left before we have to leave.

d) The most of people complain about the weather here.

e) A quite few people came to his party.

f) He's had very much good luck in his life.

g) I've been to visit him many the time.

h) We've put in good many hours to get this work finished.
2. Fill each of the numbered blanks in the passage with one suitable word.
There is, remarked George Bernard Shaw, no subject on which more dangerous nonsense is talked than marriage. He was right: …. (1) paper has been wasted on the subject and …. (2) a newspaper columnist has felt impelled to share with us their thoughts on the subject, a …. (3) of which are laughable rubbish. But the question still remains: why do …. (4) of us still want to get married?

Traditionally, it has been seen as necessary to social cohesion and inheritance, but today, these factors carry …. (5) importance and it is the psychological aspects which dominate …. (6) of the discussion. The psychologist Carl Jung claimed that whereas man's most important business was his work, for a woman 'man is her work'. Home, continued Jung with the bland confidence of a man who knows how to …. (7) the most of his domestic arrangements, 'is like a nest - not enough room for both birds at once. One sits inside, the other perches on the side and looks about and attends to all outside business.' …. (8) modern marriages are more equal, involving partners who start out having …. (9) in common, particularly social class and educational attainment. Indeed it might even be said that marriages that do not involve these stand …. (10) chance of long-term success.

3. In most pairs of lines there is one unnecessary word. For each pair of numbered lines (1-15), write the unnecessary word in the space. Indicate correct pairs with a tick (V). The exercise begins with two examples.
Finding accommodation in Khartoum is a

bit of a nightmare. While I was                                                    ….V…

there I met people paying off no less than

£1000 rent a month for their houses.                                          ….off…

1 They reckoned that when they left, the

owners would ask half as much as again,                                     ........
2 and this would be paid. Few of Sudanese

can afford to build houses in the                                                 ……..
3 city. Most the workers and office staff live

far out of the centre or in                                                            ……..
4 Omdurman on the other side of the Nile.

Hotels are either very much expensive,                                      ……..
5 catering for visiting businessmen on little

expenses, or extremely cheap,                                                    ……..
6 providing just a simple room and probably

no less food. Overland travelers                                                 ……..
7 usually stay in the youth hostel. We were

lucky to be able to stay with                                                       ……..
8 friends for the most of our time in

Khartoum; we could neither afford                                           ……..
9 the expensive hotels, where the many

standards are in any case usually low and                                 ……..
10 food indifferent, nor face the cheap ones

where the few conditions are generally                                     ……..
11 primitive. Much of the Khartoum remains

little changed today from the time when                                   ……..
12 General Kitchener reasserted British control

in 1898, though quite many of the                                            ……..
13 elegant buildings have faded and it is clear

that passing years have reduced                                                ……..
14 much of the city's former glory to squalor.

Most of all the time the streets are                                            ……..
15 stifling and oppressive. Only under the

many riverside trees is it cool and bearable.                             ……..
4. Finish each sentence so that it is similar to the sentence printed before it.

a  No one knows a great deal about her private life.

 Little …………………………………………….
b  I'm not very good at gardening, I'm afraid.

 I'm not much of …………………………………..
c  I didn't like that play very much.

 I didn't think ………………………………………

d  I've often thought of giving up and leaving.

 Many a ……………………………………………
e  Quite a lot of my friends feel the same as I do.

 A good …………………………………………….
