Communicative Grammar

Fourth Year

VERBS USED WITH PREPOSITIONAL

AND ADVERBIAL PHRASES
	1. A prison escape and each prisoner chose a different escape route. Write the letter for the appropriate verb (a-k) in the numbered blanks (0-10) in the passage.
a  dived                     g  climbed

b  leapt                      h  strolled across

c  ambled through      i  crept

d  burrowed
      j  got on

e  dug
     k  slid

f  crawled

One prisoner ….. (0) over the wall and ….. (1) on to the ground below. Another ….. (2) along the length of the prison wall and ….. (3) into the river below. A third man ….. (4) a tunnel under the wall of his cell and ….. (5) his way out of the prison.

The fourth prisoner ….. (6) up to the wire fence at the back and ….. (7) through a hole in it. The last man to escape simply ….. (8) the gate, ….. (9) the road and ….. (10) a bus.

2. Fill each of the blanks with one of the verb + adverb collocations listed. You may need to change the form of the verb.
Example: x smiled sweetly    y records clearly
(smile sweetly)    eat healthily    run smoothly

fall dramatically   crease easily   react badly  behave badly   rise steadily   (record clearly)   start promptly
(x She simply ………. and left the room.)

(y Her voice always …. remarkably …... )

a This silk dress ……….. very ………. .
b I regret to say that orders ……….. over the past few months.

c Unfortunately he ………….. to not getting the job last week.

d More and more pressure is being put on people to …………………….. .
e We want the festival to …….………. through the whole weekend.

f We mustn't get carried away yet but exports …………………………… .

g Fans who ……………. are something of a problem.

h Lessons will …….………….. at 8.30 a.m.

	
	3. Fill each of the blanks with one of the verbs listed. You may need to change the form of the verb.
worm   find   inch   fight   dig   smash   work   lie

a She rapidly .......... her way up from Junior Assistant to Head of Department.

b The couple were able to ………. their way back to their hotel with the help of the new moon.

c The doctor ………. his way most convincingly out of a potentially embarrassing situation.

d He cleverly ………. his way into Sonia's affections with mock-humility and subtle flattery.

e The gang ………. their way out of the gaol using wooden poles stolen from the workshop.

f The fire officer ………. his way along the ledge until he could just touch the girl's outstretched hand.

g From 2-0 down, United bravely ………. themselves out of a hole and emerged 2-3 winners.

h The following week they ………. their way back from 3-0 to earn a well-deserved draw.
4. Two of these verbs or verb phrases can fill each numbered blank in the passage. Write the two letters (a-r) for them in each space.

a  ends
g  extends
m  stretches

b  racing
h  stay
n  flooding

c  meet
i  begins
o racing in my direction

d  don't die
j  stops
p  running towards me

e  facing the
k  remain
q  looking out to

f  starts
1  live on
r  converge

There is a point on the shore where paths seem to ….. (1), where the land ….. (2) and the sea ….. (3). The beach ….. (4) for miles on either side. I stood there last night ….. (5) sea and all those memories came ….. (6) back. For a moment I saw her ….. (7). The memories ….. (8). Such events ….. (9) with you forever, don't they?


DEPENDENT PREPOSITIONS AND PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES
1. Match each group of verbs (a-j) with one

of these dependent prepositions. Each

preposition matches with two groups.                                 4. Use a suitable word to complete prepositional
about   against   in   over   of                                              phrases in these sentences.
	a
	boast

brag

rave

protest

enthuse
	b
	care

bother

forget

brood

dream
	c
	delight

revel

succeed

exult

bask
	
	a I think that ….. all likelihood this car's had it.

b ….. an extraordinary coincidence, we bumped

into each other again in Patras.

c You must get that application off ….. delay.

d Their recording of the late Beethoven quartets is

really something ….. of the ordinary.

e Do you realize that ….. the new legislation you

could be arrested for doing that?

f Let's not discuss pay differentials again, at least

not ….. the time being.

g The media seem to have blown the whole story

up ….. of all proportion.

h I reckon George was ….. the verge of tears when he realized his job was ….. the line.

i This film was produced ….. collaboration ….. 
the Arts Council.

j They've forgotten to include my name again: it's a case of ….. of sight, ….. of mind.

5. Underline the word or phrase that best completes each sentence.

1. I really can't believe that anyone would ….. to

such underhand tactics.

a dabble   b stoop   c reach   d conceive

2
The crowds all ….. towards the stadium as the

time for kick off drew closer.

a gravitated   b entered   c embarked  d aspired

3. The whole situation has now deteriorated to the point where it is beyond a ….. .

a control   b joke   c belief   d help

4
The team were in remarkably high ….. despite

the appalling weather.

a shape   b standards   c spirits   d terms

5
I've never had much of a(n) ….. for languages,

unfortunately.

a capability   b tendency   c ability   d aptitude

6
It occurs to me that we need to make sure there

are ….. against potential abuse of the system.

a preventions   b provisions   c safeguards

d curbs

7
I think we should be ….. of the potential

implications of building on such a sensitive site.

a conversant   b mindful   c answerable

d attuned

8
Your participation is ….. to the success of the

whole project.

a dependent  b indicative  c desirous   
d integral


	d
	advise

warn

argue

protest

demonstrate
	e
	confide

result

culminate

persist
trust
	f
	rule
prevail

preside

triumph

argue
	
	

	g
	battle
compete

plot

campaign

win
	h
	cheat
strip

rid

deprive

starve
	i
	cure
convict

reassure

persuade

acquit
	
	

	
	j
	skip
skate

gloss

haggle

squabble
	
	
	

	2. Which two of the groups above (a-j) are commonly used in either the passive or with an object?

3. Fill each of the blanks with a suitable adjective from the list.

devoid  prone  incumbent   impervious  conducive  inherent   intent   reminiscent   inclined     conversant

a I feel it is ………. upon me, as director, to inform you of the company's financial difficulties.

b My mother used to be ………. to sudden fainting fits for no apparent reason.

c The animals seemed ……… on causing as much damage as possible.

d My sister appears ……… of even the most basic common sense sometimes.

e My attempts at drawing are ……… of those of an angry child.

f I am more and more ……towards the idea of retiring early.

g There is a fundamental flaw ......... in what you propose and so it won't work.

h You seem to be …….to any criticism.

i  I don't think the current climate is …………. to much investment.

j I'm not fully ………. with the rules of basketball.


	
	


